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California, NYC to require employees to get COVID-19 vaccine 


By PHILIP MARCELO 


Associated Press 

California and New York 
City announced Monday 
that they would require all 


government employees to 
get the coronavirus vac- 
cine or face weekly CO- 
VID-19 testing, and the De- 
partment of Veterans Af- 
fairs became the first major 
federal agency to require 
health care workers To re- 
ceive the shot. 
Meanwhile, in a possible 
sign that increasingly dire 
health warnings are get- 
ting through to more Amer- 
icans, vaccination rates 
began to creep up again, 
offering hope that the na- 
tion could yet break free of 
the coronavirus if people 
who have been reluctant 
to receive the shot are fi- 
nally inoculated. 

Continued on Page 2 





A health care worker fills a syringe with the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine, Thursday, July 22, 2021, at the American Museum of Natural 
History in New York. 
Associated Press 
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California, NYC to require employees to get COVID-19 vaccine 


Continued from Front 


The announcements are 
the “opening of the flood- 
gates” as more govern- 
ment entities and compa- 
nies impose vaccine man- 
dates after vaccine efforts 
nationwide “hit a wall,” 
said Dr. Ashish Jna, dean of 
Brown University’s School of 
Public Health. 

“Some people find mask 
mandates annoying, but 
the reality is they’re tem- 
porary. We can't do them 
forever,” he said. “Vaccine 
mandates have to be one 
of the major paths moving 
forward because they get 
us closer to the finish line. 
Mask mandates just buy 
you a little more time.” 

In New York City, Mayor 
Bill de Blasio announced 
that all municipal workers 
— including teachers and 
police officers — will be re- 
quired to get vaccinated 
by mid-September or face 
weekly COVID-19 testing, 
making the city one of the 
largest employers in the 
U.S. to take such action. 
California said it will similarly 
require proof of vaccina- 
tion or weekly testing for alll 
state workers and health 
care employees | starting 
next month. 

The VA’s move came ona 
day when nearly 60 lead- 
ing medical and health 
care organizations issued 
a call through the Ameri- 
can Medical Association 
for health care facilities to 
require their workers to get 
vaccinated. 

Elsewhere, St. Louis be- 
came the second major 
city to mandate that face 
masks be worn indoors, 
regardless of vaccination 
status, joining Los Angeles 
in re-imposing the orders. 
“For those who are vac- 
cinated, this may feel like 
punishment, punishment 
for doing the right thing,” 
St. Louis County Executive 








Carlos Arrendondo arrives for his appointment to get vaccinated, as banners advertise the 
availability of the Johnson & Johnson and Pfizer COVID-19 vaccines at a county-run vaccination 
site at the Eugene A. Obregon Park in Los Angeles Thursday, July 22, 2021. 


sam Page, a Democrat, 
said Monday. “I’ve heard 
that, and | feel that frustra- 
tion.” President Joe Biden 
should “lead by example” 
and impose further man- 
dates on the federal work- 
force and in public venues 
where the government has 
jurisdiction, including — in 
planes, trains and federal 
buildings, said Dr. Leana 
Wen, a former Baltimore 
health commissioner. 

“We need vaccine man- 
dates and vaccine verifi- 
cation,” she said. “We're 
well past the time for the 
Biden administration to get 
on board with this. What 
we're doing is not working. 
Doing more of the same Is 
not the answer here.” 

The administration has so 
far recommended that un- 
vaccinated people keep 
wearing masks indoors, but 
top officials over the week- 
end said they are consid- 
ering recommending that 
the vaccinated also wear 
them indoors. 

“We're going in the wrong 
direction,” Dr. Anthony Fau- 


ci, the nation’s top infec- 
tious disease expert, said 
Sunday on CNN's “State of 
the Union.” 

Wen, who Is also an emer- 
gency physician and a pro- 
fessor at George Washing- 
ton University, said public 
health experts have wor- 
ried for months about this 
very scenario. 

“We were worried the hon- 
or system would not work, 
the unvaccinated would 
be behaving as if they're 
vaccinated, and people 
would think the pandemic 
is over,” she said. “That's 
orecisely what has hap- 
pened, and it’s incredibly 
frustrating.” 

The U.S. should not have 
been caught off guard af- 
ter watching the delta vari- 
ant ravage India in May 
and then land in the United 
Kingdom, Israel and other 
highly vaccinated  na- 
tions with force last month, 
added Dr. Albert Ko, an in- 
fectious disease specialist 
at Yale’s School of Public 
Health. 

“We have learned multiple 


Associated Press 


times to not take anything 
for granted with COVID,” 
he said. 

Jha said Americans should 
brace for another rough 
few months of COVID, 
which has already claimed 
nearly 611,000 lives in the 
U.S. 

“| really thought this would 
be a fabulous summer, 
but | underestimated the 
misinformation campaign 
that was coming,” he said 
Monday. “What were the 
chances that after more 
than half a million Ameri- 
cans dead, that one-third 
of the country would still 
not want to end the pan- 
demice” 

Vaccinations ticked up 
over the weekend, with 
about 657,000 vaccines re- 
ported administered Satur- 
day and nearly 780,000 on 
Sunday, according to CDC 
data. The 7-day rolling 
average on Sunday was 
about 583,000 vaccina- 
tions a day, Up from about 
525,000 a week prior. 
Public health experts on 
Monday said the uptick in 


vaccinations is encourag- 
ing but warned that it’s far 
too early to say if millions of 
unvaccinated people are 
finally overcoming thelr reti- 
cence. 

The U.S. is around 67% im- 
mune from COVID-19 when 
orior infections are fac- 
tored, but it will need to get 
closer to 85% to crush the 
resurgent virus, Jna said. 
“SO we need a lot more 
vaccinations. Or a lot more 
infections,” he said. 

The seven-day rolling aver- 
age for daily new cases in 
the country shot up over 
the past two weeks, from 
more than 19,000 on July 
11 to nearly 52,000 on July 
25, according to data from 
Johns Hopkins University. 
Health experts said they are 
hopeful that the prominent 
conservative and Republi- 
can voices that have spent 
months casting doubt on 
the vaccination effort are 
finally willing to helo move 
the needle. 

House Minority Whip Steve 
Scalise and other Republi- 
cans on the GOP Doctors 
Caucus held a press con- 
ference at the Capitol late 
last week imploring their 
constituents to lay lingering 
doubts aside. 

Fox News host Sean Han- 
nity declared on his pop- 
ular show: “It absolutely 
makes sense for many 
Americans to get vVdacci- 
nated. | believe in science. 
| believe in the science of 
vaccinations.” Facebook 
also needs to do a better 
job cleaning up misinfor- 
mation on its social media 
platform, Jha said. 

And the Food and Drug 
Administration needs to 
fully approve the COVID-19 
vaccines, which currently 
have emergency approv- 
al. That final step will give 
more companies greater 
confidence to impose 
vaccine mandates, he 
suggested.) 
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8 U.S. attorney picks by Biden would include historic firsts 


By ERIC TUCKER 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Joe Biden is nomi- 
nating eight new leaders 
for U.S. attorney positions 
across the country, includ- 
ing in the office oversee- 
ing the prosecutions of 
hundreds of defendants 
charged in the Jan. 6 insur- 
rection at the Capitol. 

The nominees announced 
by the White House on 
Monday come as the Jus- 
tice Department is continu- 
ing to round out its leader- 
ship team under Attorney 
General Merrick Garland, 
who traveled to Chicago 
last week To announce an 
initiative to crack down on 
gun trafficking corridors. 
The Justice Department's 
93 U.S. attorneys, who are 
responsible for federal crim- 
inal prosecutions in their re- 
spective districts, are likely 
to be central to efforts to 
combat violent crime. 

If confirmed by the Sen- 
ate, the nominees would 
run offices in the District of 
Columbia, Indiana, Mary- 
land, Massachusetts, New 
York and Washington state. 
Most would be historic firsts, 
including the first Black or 
female attorneys to lead 
their districts, the Biden ad- 
ministration said. 

The eight were “chosen for 
their devotion to enforc- 
ing the law, their profes- 
sionalism, their experience 





In this June 23, 2021 file photo, President Joe Biden listens as Attorney General Merrick Garland 
speaks during an event in the State Dining room of the White House in Washington to discuss gun 


crime prevention strategy. 


and credentials in this field, 
their dedication to pursu- 
ing equal justice for all, and 
their commitment to the 
independence of the De- 
partment of Justice,” the 
White House said. 

The lawyers represent the 
first batch of U.S. attorney 
nominees advanced by 
the Biden White House, 
which is still working fo fill key 
Justice Department posts 
six months into the admin- 
istration. The White House 
last week announced that 
it Would nominate a law- 
yer to run its antitrust divi- 
sion but also withdrew. its 


nominee for the civil divi- 
sion head. No nominee has 
been announced for the 
key solicitor general role. 

Among the nominees an- 
nounced Monday is Mat- 
thew Graves, a_ former 
fraud and public corruption 
orosecutor in the U.S. attor- 
ney’s office in the District 
of Columbia who is being 
tapped to run that office at 
a time when It is consumed 
by hundreds of cases aris- 
ing from the Capitol riot. 

The Trump administration 
appointee who held the 
job during the riot, Michael 
Sherwin, has since left the 
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Justice Department. The 
position has been held on 
an acting basis by Chan- 
ning Phillios, who served in 
the same role during the 
Obama administration. 

Rachael Rollins, the district 
attorney in Suffolk County, 
Massachusetts, would be 
the first Black woman to 
serve as U.S. attorney in that 
State. Erek Barron, a current 
state lawmaker who has 
served as a prosecutor and 
as a policy adviser to Biden 
on the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, would be the 
first Black U.S. attorney in 
the District of Maryland, the 


White House said. 

Other nominees include 
Zachary Myers, who spe- 
cializes in national secu- 
rity and cyber matters as a 
federal prosecutor in Mary- 
land and who the White 
House says would be the 
first Black U.S. attorney in 
the Southern District of In- 
diana; and Clifford John- 
son, who would be the first 
Black lawyer to lead the 
Northern District of Indiana 
after spending nearly 35 
years in that office. 

Justice Department envi- 
ronmental lawyer Vanessa 
Waldref would be the first 
woman fo run the U.S. at- 
torney’s office in the East- 
ern District of Washington, 
the White House said. And 
Nicholas Brown, who has 
been a federal prosecu- 
tor and general counsel to 
the governor, would be the 
first Black lawyer to run the 
Western District of Washing- 
ton, which encompasses 
Seattle. 

The Justice Department 
disclosed in February that 
it was seeking the resigna- 
tion of most U.S. attorneys 
appointed during President 
Donald Trump's administra- 
tion, though it did leave in 
place David Weiss, the top 
federal prosecutor in Dela- 
ware, where law enforce- 
ment officials have been 
conducting a-— criminal 
tax investigation involving 
Biden’s son, Hunter.) 





Cuomo questions neutrality of AG 


investigators 


By MARINA VILLENEUVE 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo projected 
confidence Monday that 
he’ll ultimately be exoner- 
ated of allegations of sexu- 
al harassment, but he also 
questioned the neutrality of 
the lawyers hired to investi- 
gate his behavior. 
Speaking at his first news 
conference in nearly two 
weeks, Cuomo said he had 
“concerns as to the inde- 
pendence of the review- 
ers,” hired by state Atftor- 
ney General Letitia James. 
James appointed former 
Joon Kim, the former acting 
U.S. attorney for Manhat- 


tan, and the employment 
discrimination attorney 
Anne Clark to conduct the 
probe. The lawyers have 
soent months now spedk- 
ing to women who. say 
Cuomo subjected them to 
inappropriate kisses and 
touching or inappropriate 
sexual remarks. One wom- 
an, an aide to Cuomo, has 
said he groped her breasts. 
“Do a little history. Go to 
Google,” Cuomo told re- 
porters at a press confer- 
ence at Yankee Stadium in 
the Bronx. “Google the in- 
dependent investigators.” 

He didn’t elaborate, but his 
comments appeared to be 
a reference to Kim’s work 


as a top federal prosecu- 
tor. In that role, Kim helped 
direct an anti-corruption 
investigation that sent one 
of Cuomo’s top aides and 
close friends, Joseph Per- 
coco, to prison. Percoco 
was convicted of accept- 
ing more than $300,000 
from companies that want- 
ed influence with Cuomo's 
administration. 

Kim also was a senior figure 
in the U.S. attorney's of- 
fice during Its investigation 
of corruption in Cuomo’s 
“Buffalo Billlon” economic 
develooment orogram. 
A Cuomo ally, the former 
head of the State University 
of New York’s Polytechnic 





New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo speaks during a news confer- 
ence at New York’s Yankee Stadium, Monday, July 26, 2021. 
Associated Press 


Institute was convicted. 

Cuomo was said to have 
been scheduled to meet 
two weekends ago with 
James’ investigators. His 
sookesperson, Rich  Az- 
zopardi, has declined to 
say whether that meeting 


took place. 

Cuomo, who has denied 
allegations he inappro- 
priately touched female 
aides and other women, 
said he is “eager” for New 
Yorkers to get the facts of 
what happened. LJ 
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Maryland gov honors swimmer who withdrew from Paralympics 
\ 


By BRIAN WITTE 

Associated Press 
ANNAPOLIS, Md. _ (AP) 
— Maryland's governor 
honored deaf and blind 
swimmer Becca Meyers 
on Monday for courage in 
championing the disabled, 
after the three-time gold 
medalist withdrew from the 
Paralympics in Tokyo when 
told her mother couldn't 
travel to the games as her 
personal care assistant. 
Gov. Larry Hogan present- 
ed a citation to Meyers 
during a news conference 
commemorating the 31st 
anniversary of the Ameri- 
can with Disabilities Act. 
The certificate honored her 
“bravery for highlighting 
the issue of inequality and 
access for people with dis- 
abilities.” 

Hogan also signed an ex- 
ecutive order declaring 
that Maryland will annually 
celebrate July as Disability 
Culture and Achievements 
Month. 

“Becca deserved fo be 
able to compete, and while 
we're all so disappointed 
for her, | got the chance 
to tell her just a moment 
before this started that I’m 
Unbelievably proud of her 
for having the courage to 
speak Up and To spedk out 


about this injustice,” Hogan 
said. 

Meyers, 26, said the USS. 
Olympic and Paralympic 
Committee had approved 
her mother to act as her 
assistant at all international 
meets since 2017 but the 
committee said her re- 
quest to bring her mother 
this time was denied due to 
restrictions put in place by 
the Japanese government 
due to COVID-19. Meyers 
said she made the deci- 
sion to withdraw to stand 





Up for future Paralympic 
athletes, saying she didn't 
want them to have fo ex- 
perience what she’s been 
through. 

“| hope to work with others 
to effect change so that 
no one ever feels afraid 
to travel with Team USA,” 
Meyers said. 

Hogan said he told Mey- 
ers before Monday's news 
conference that while he 
was proud of her for be- 
ing a gold-medal winner, 
he was even more proud 


Pt 


Associated Press 


of her speaking up to set 
an example for younger 
athletes. The governor criti- 
cized the decision not to al- 
low her mother fo travel to 
the games. 

“There's a whole lot of 
problems with this Olym- 
pics, but that was probably 
the one that stood out the 
most with me,” Hogan said. 
The U.S. Olympic and 
Paralympic Committee, or 
USOPC, said that because 
of the pandemic, there are 
increased restrictions on 





delegation size at the To- 
kyo Games, which left the 
federation only one. slot 
for @ personal care assis- 
tant who will have to assist 
34 Paralympic swimmers. 
The PCA has more than 27 
years of coaching expe- 
rience and 11 years with 
para swimmers, the USOPC 
said. 

“The decisions we've made 
on behalf of the team have 
not been easy, and we are 
heartbroken for athletes 
who are unable to have 
their previous support re- 
sources available,” the 
USOPC said. “We are confi- 
dent in the level of support 
we will offer Team USA and 
look forward to providing 
them a positive athlete ex- 
perience even in the most 
unprecedented times.” 

At the 2016 Rio Paralympic 
games, Meyers said she ex- 
perienced emotional and 
ohysical trauma from not 
being able to navigate on 
her own throughout the 
Olympic village. 

“| need that reasonable 
and essential accommo- 
dation to then be able to 
perform to the best of my 
ability on the world stage,” 
Meyers told reporters after 
Hogan presented her with 
a certificate.) 





Ship hunts foreign ships doing work reserved for U.S. crews 
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This image provided by the Offshore Marine Service Association 


— 
a 


shows the patrol vessel, the Jones Act Enforcer in Leeville, La., 


on July 15, 2021. 


By JANET MCCONNAUGHEY 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Off- 
shore energy service com- 
panies are out to find for- 
eign-flagged ships hauling 
pipeline parts and other 
energy-related equipment 
from U.S. ports and deliver- 


Associated Press 


ing or installing them in U.S. 
waters. 

The Offshore Marine Ser- 
vice Association has 
launched a ship to gather 
ohotos and videos of ships 
it considers to be violating 
a 1920 law requiring U.S. 


vessels To carry cargo be- 
tween U.S. locations. If will 
provide such evidence fo 
U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection, which enforces 
the law, and to trade pub- 
lications, said Aaron Smith, 
president and CEO of the 
association. 

He said the Jones Act En- 
forcer, named after the 
law, will operate both in the 
Gulf of Mexico and in wind 
fields off the East Coast. 
U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection declined to 
comment. 

“l am absolutely delight- 
ed,” said U.S. Rep. John 
Garamendi, a California 
Democrat who pushed for 
an amendment to a law 
covering the outer conti- 
nental shelf — the land be- 
neath federal offshore wa- 
ters — to state that several 
laws including the Jones 
Act apply there. 


He said he proposed his 
amendment, which is now 
law, In part because al- 
though it was clear that the 
Jones Act covered offshore 
oil and gas, if wasn’t clear 
that it covered the wind in- 
dustry. 

A bill fo repeal the Jones 
Act as a protectionist law 
that drives up prices is be- 
fore the Senate Commerce 
Committee. Such propos- 
als have been made fre- 
quently over the past de- 
cade but generally haven't 
made it out of committee, 
Garamendi said. 

Offshore platforms and tur- 
bines and everything con- 
nected to them should be 
taken from U.S. ports and 
delivered or installed by 
U.S. crews on vessels built 
and owned in this country, 
Smith said. 

“Many times, foreign ves- 
sels take each of those as- 


sets from port and then in- 
stall them,” he said. 

His group's 140-plus mem- 
bers include about 60 own- 
ers and operators of vessels 
that carry people, material 
and supplies to and from 
offshore rigs and platforms. 
Garamendi said the USS. 
Customs and Border Patrol 
has “been a problem for 
years,” by approving doz- 
ens of Jones Act loopholes. 
“They basically were in the 
hands of the international 
companies and would rou- 
tinely write exemption or- 
ders,” he said. 

The association has chal- 
lenged those loopholes in 
lawsuits and by lobbying 
members of Congress. 
Smith said the Jones Act 
Enforcer will “show every- 
one just how many _for- 
eign mariners are taking 
money out of U.S. mariners’ 
pockets.”L) 
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By KEN MORITSUGU 
Associated Press 

BEIJING (AP) — A senior 
U.S. diplomat called on 
China to rise above their 
differences and work with 
the United States on dif- 
ficult global issues such as 
climate change and the 
COVID-19 pandemic as a 
responsible global power. 
Deputy Secretary of State 
Wendy Sherman, speadk- 
ing in an interview with The 
Associated Press after talks 
Monday with Foreign Min- 
ister Wang Yi and Vice For- 
eign Minister Xie Feng, also 
said the U.S. welcomes vig- 
orous Economic compe}ti- 
tion with China but does 
not want it fo veer into 
conflict. China has bristled 
at American criticism on is- 
sues from human rights to 
its territorial ambitions and 
said repeatedly that the 
U.S. cannot expect Coop- 
eration while also suppress- 
ing China’s development, 
a charge that Sherman 
denied. “There are some 
things that rise above spe- 
cific differences that are 
the global responsibility of 
great powers,” Sherman 
said in a phone interview 
shortly after she wrapped 
UD successive meetings 
with Xie and Wang in the 
Chinese city of Tianjin. 

The meetings were the 


Pope fo UN 


By FRANCES D’EMILIO 
Associated Press 

ROME (AP) — Pope Fran- 
cis on Monday decried as 
criminal the existence of 
hunger in a world which 
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AP Interview: U.S. calls on China to be responsible power 


a 


In this image taken from a July 26, 2021, video footage run by Phoenix TV via AP Video, U.S. 


— i 


deputy secretary of state Wendy Sherman looks up before talks with Chinese officials at the Tianjin 
Binhai No. 1 Hotel in the Tianjin municipality in China. 


second face-to-face talks 
between top diplomats 
of the two countries since 
President Joe Biden took 
office in January, coming 
four months after testy ex- 
changes between Secre- 
tary of State Antony Blinken 
and veteran Chinese diplo- 
mat Yang Jiechi in Anchor- 
age, Alaska, In March. 

Sherman, who was sworn 
in in April, described the 
meetings as another step 
in the process of trying to 


work through critical issues 
with China. 

“We will see whether, in 
fact, there's follow up 
and we are able to move 
another step,” she said. 
“There’s no way to know 
in the early stages of build- 
ing this relationship whether 
we will get to all the places 
that we hoped for.” 

She said they had _ frank 
conversations on issues 
that divide them, ticking off 
a long list of U.S. concerns 
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including what she called 
“the crimes against hu- 
manity” against Muslims in 
China's Xinjiang region, the 
crackdown on democracy 
in Hong Kong, China's use 
of its economic size to pres- 
sure others, and its “aggres- 
sive actions” around Tai- 
wan and in the South and 
East China Seas. 

Sherman also pressed for 
the release of some Ameri- 
cans and Canadians de- 
tained in China, saying 


“oeople are not bargain- 
ing chips,” and raised con- 
cern about pressure on 
foreign journalists in China. 
China has tried two Cana- 
dians on national security 
charges in apparent retali- 
ation for Canada’s arrest of 
a Chinese tech executive 
wanted in the U.S. 

Xie accused the U.S. of 
trying to contain China's 
develooment and said it 
should change course, em- 
brace fair competition and 
work with China on the ba- 
sis of mutual resoect and 
peaceful coexistence, ac- 
cording to a Foreign Minis- 
try summary of his remarks. 
China calls criticism of its 
policies in Xinjiang, Hong 
Kong and Taiwan interfer- 
ence in its internal affairs. 
Sherman said the U.S. wel- 
comes vigorous competi- 
tion and believes it is im- 
portant for China to grow 
and better the lives of its 
people, but in a way that Is 
in accord with international 
rules and does not diminish 
any other country. 

“We do expect ... them to 
Understand that human 
rights are not just an inter- 
nal matter, they are a glob- 
al commitment which they 
have signed up for’ under 
the U.N. Universal Declara- 
tion on Human Rights, she 
said. _) 


forum: Hunger is ‘crime’ violating basic rights 


can produce enough 
food for all, building on 
a warning from U.N. Sec- 
retary-General Antonio 
Guterres that climate 
change and conflict are 





In this file photo dated Sunday, July 11, 2021, Pope Francis 


s 


appears on a balcony of the Agostino Gemelli Polyclinic in 


Rome. 
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a consequence and driver 
of poverty and income in- 
equality. 

Guterres fold a meeting in 
Rome via video message 
that the world’s food sys- 
tem generates a third of all 
greenhouse gas emissions. 
That same system is re- 
sponsible for as much as 
80% of biodiversity loss, he 
lamented in a video mes- 
sage. 

The gathering was called 
to help prepare for a U.N. 
food systems summit to be 
held in September in New 
York. 

IN a written message that 
was read to meeting par- 
ticipants, Francis said the 
coronavirus pandemic has 
“confronted us with the 
systemic injustices that un- 
dermine our unity as a hu- 


man family.” 

He said the the world’s 
poorest people and the 
planet are crying out be- 
cause of “the damage 
we inflict on it through ir- 
responsible use and abuse 
of the goods God _ has 
placed in if.” 

The pontiff added that 
while new technologies 
are developed fo increase 
the capacity to produce 
food on Earth, people 
continue to “exploit nature 
to the point of sterilization, 
thus expanding not only 
external deseris but also 
internal spiritual deserts.” 
Francis called the “scan- 
dal” of hunger a “crime 
that violates basic human 
iomis,. 

Earlier this month, a U.N. re- 
port noted that up fo 161 


million more people faced 
hunger last year com- 
pared to 2019, with much 
of that widened suffering 
likely linked to the COV- 
ID-19 pandemic. 

“Poverty, income inequal- 
ity and the high cost of 
food continue to keep 
healthy diets out of the 
reach of some 3 billion 
people,’’ Guterres said. 
“Climate change and 
conflict are both conse- 
quences and drivers of this 
catastrophe.” 

The summit idea was 
launched in 2019 months 
before the coronavirus 
emerged, but Italian Pre- 
mier Mario Draghi said the 
pandemic made existing 
threats to food security 
more urgent. LJ 
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Philippine leader unabashedly threatens fo kill drug dealers 


By JIM GOMEZ 

Associated Press 

MANILA, Philippines (AP) 
— Philippine President Ro- 
drigo Duterfe unabash- 
edly renewed his threat to 
kill drug dealers in his final 
state of the nation soeech 
on Monday, while defend- 
ing his nonconfrontational 
approach in the country’s 
territorial disoute with Chi- 
na in the South China Sea. 
Duterte, 76, who won @ SIx- 
year presidential term in 
2016, is winding down his of- 
ten-tumultuous presidency 
amid a raging pandemic, 
a battered economy and 
a legacy overshadowed 
by his deadly campaign 
against illegal drugs that 
has set off complaints of 
mass murder before the In- 
ternational Criminal Court. 
While many expected him 
to focus on ways to com- 
bat the coronavirus, which 
has devastated the econ- 
omy and worsened hun- 
ger and poverty, Duterte 
instead devoted most of a 
rambling, nearly three-hour 
televised soeech to non- 
pandemic topics he has 
addressed repeatedly in 
the past. 

Duterte reiterated his threat 
to kill drug dealers, explain- 
ing it is tougher to fight 
criminals “the legal way,” 
while daring the Interna- 





Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte gestures as he delivers his final State of the Nation Address at 
the House of Representatives in Quezon City, Philippines on Monday, July 26, 2021. 


tional Criminal Court to re- 
cord his remarks. 

“| would never deny and 
the ICC canrecord It: Those 
who destroy my country, | 
will kill you. And those who 
destroy the young people 
of our country, | will kill you,” 
Duterte said. “I will really 
bring you down because | 
love my country.” 

“You can do it the legal 
way, but if would take you 
months and years,” Duterte 
told an audience of legisla- 
tors, Cabinet members and 
foreign diplomats. 


Duterte and police officials 
have denied condoning 
extrajudicial killings, but he 
has repeatedly threatened 
to kill susoects in his public 
soeeches. More than 6,000 
mostly petty susoects have 
been killed during police 
drug raids. In addition, a 
large number have also 
been gunned down by 
motorcycle-riding assassins 
who human rights groups 
susoect are linked to law 
enforcement. 

The killings have alarmed 
Western governments, U.N. 


Associated Press 


rights experts and human 
rights groups. 

Duterte has acknowledged 
that he failed to fulfill a 
campaign promise to erad- 
icate the drug menace 
and deeply entrenched 
corruption within six months 
of becoming president. But 
he said he had found at 
least nine police generals 
and Bureau of Customs of- 
ficials were involved in the 
drug trade. 

“| did not know that | was 
fighting my own govern- 
ment,” he said, although 


ie 1 BYANA 





the involvement of law en- 
forcers and public officials 
has long been reported. 
Randy Delos Santos, whose 
17-year-old nephew, Kian, 
was shot to death in 2017 
by three officers who were 
later convicted of murder, 
said the poor have been 
traumatized by the drug 
crackdown. 

“He has not won this war 
on drugs, because the 
problem is still there, but 
a lot of families have lost 
their breadwinners,” De- 
los Santos told The Associ- 
ated Press. “We're the big- 
gest loser and we still live in 
fear.” 

An ICC prosecutor said last 
month a preliminary ex- 
amination found reason to 
believe crimes against hu- 
manity had been commit- 
ted under Duterte’s crack- 
down on drugs and sought 
permission to open a for- 
mal investigation. 

Duterte said he will never 
cooperate with a possible 
investigation. 

Allies have defended 
Duterte’s record, with doc- 
Uumentaries on state-run TV 
and speeches highlighting 
his administration's efforts 
to fight criminality, poverty, 
corruption and decades- 
long communist and Mus- 
lim insurgencies, as well as 
build infrastructure. L} 


Police: IS sympathizers behind attempt on ex-Maldives leader 


By MOHAMED SHARUHAAN 
Associated Press 

MALE, Maldives (AP) — A 
Maldives group that sym- 
pathizes with the Islamic 
State group carried out 
an assassination attempt 
in May on former President 
Mohamed Nasheed, po- 
lice said. 

The suspected ringleader, 
identified only as Thasleem, 
was arrested on Saturday 
in the southern Addu atoll, 
Assistant Commissioner of 
Police Mohamed Riaz told 
reporters. 

He said Thasleem was also 
arrested in 2017 for alleg- 
edly making a bomb in an 
apartment and was pros- 
ecuted, but his case did 
not move forward and he 
was released the following 
year without explanation. 


Nasheed was injured in 
a May 6 blast outside his 
home in the capital, Male. 
The homemade bomb, 
planted in a parked motor- 





bike and detonated by re- 
mote control, also injured 
four bystanders, including 
a British national. 
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Mohamed Nasheed takes a seat before delivering a lecture on 
climate change in New Delhi, India. 


Associated Press 


police have arrested 10 
people for alleged involve- 
ment in the assassination 
attempt. He said the sus- 
pects spread IS ideologies 
but that investigators have 
not found any direct links 
between the groups. 

He said the men had de- 
clared that Nasheed no 
longer believed in Islam 
and that his “blood should 
be spilled” because his po- 
litical actions and soeech- 
es did not agree with Is- 
lamic values. 

Nasheed was considered 
a moderate leader with 
close links to the West 
when he was president of 
the Sunni Muslim nation 
between 2008 fo 2012. He 
was an outspoken critic of 
rising extremism in the In- 
dian Ocean archipelago 


state known for its high- 
end island resorts frequent- 
ed by Western tourists. 
Nasheed underwent sev- 
eral lifesaving surgeries 
after the attack and was 
then flown to Germany for 
further treatment. 

He has recovered from his 
injuries. 

Riaz said the group had 
made plans last year to 
kill Nasheed in front of his 
wife's house, but gave up 
because the location was 
not appropriate. They later 
discussed targeting Na- 
sheed during his workouts 
but could not find an ef- 
fective way, he said. 

Islam is the state religion of 
the Maldives, and practic- 
ing and preaching oth- 
er faiths are banned by 


law.) 
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By FRANKLIN BRICENO 
Associated Press 

CHUGUR, Peru (AP) — The 
humble two-story, adobe 
home of the Castillo fam- 
ily, located in one of the 
poorest districts of Peru 
deep in the Andes, feels a 
little empty now. Lilia Pare- 
des packed up the fam- 
ily’s belongings within the 
last week, neatly folding 
her husband's shirts and 
picking some plates and 
silverware in between visits 
from farmers from nearby 
villages stopping by to say 
goodbye. 

A neo-baroque presiden- 
tial palace awaits Paredes, 
her husband and Peruvian 
President-elect Pedro Cas- 
tillo, and their two children 
should the family chose to 
live in the historic building. 
Castillo, will be sworn in as 
president Wednesday, less 
than two weeks after he 
was declared the winner of 
the June 6 runoff election. 
The leftist rural teacher, 
who has never held office, 
defeated his opponent, 
right-wing career politician 
Keiko Fujimori, by just 44,000 
votes. 

Paredes is not sure where 
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Peru's new first canoe leaving behind rural, Andean home 
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The future first lady of Peru, Lilia Paredes, 48, blows air through a hollow reed to get a fire going 
in her wood-burning stove in her adobe home in the rural hamlet of Chugur, Peru, Thursday, July 


22, 2021. 


she, her husband and two 
children will live starting 
Wednesday. She also does 
not know where the chil- 
dren will go to school once 
classes begin. 

“We don't have any prop- 
erty in Lima,” she told The 
Associated Press last week 
on her foggy patio in Chu- 
gur while she rubbed her 


hands amid the cold of the 
Andean winter. “We are 
people from the country- 
side, and almost always, 
the provincial have to wait 
years fo have a property in 
the capital. If they tell me 
to live in another place, it 
would also be the same, 
we are not kings to live in a 
palace, we go to work.” 


Nicaragua arrests 7th presidential 
contender in Nov. 7 vote 


MANAGUA, 


Nicaragua 


(AP) — Nicaraguan po- 
lice placed under house 
arrest a seventh presiden- 
tial contender on Satur- 
day, meaning that almost 
all of those who could 
have challenged Presi- 


dent Daniel Ortega in the 
Nov. 7 elections have now 
been detained. 

Opposition leader Noel 
Vidaurre was placed un- 
der police custody aft his 
home on Saturday, as was 
political commentator Jai- 





A youth carries a portrait of Nicaraguan President Daniel 
Ortega during commemorations for the anniversary of the 
triumph of the 1979 Sandinista Revolution that toppled dictator 
Anastasio Somoza in Managua, Nicaragua, late Sunday, July 
18, 2021. 


Associated Press 


me Arellano. Arellano had 
been called in for ques- 
tioning regarding a com- 
mentary he wrote criticiz- 
Ing an Ortega speech. 
Vidaurre was one of the 
potential presidential 
candidates of the Citizens 
for Liberty alliance. The 
conservative alliance an- 
nounced it had chosen as 
its candidate Oscar Soval- 
barro, a leader of the U.S.- 
supported “Contra” — in- 
surgency that fought the 
Sandinistas in the 1980s. It 
was not clear if Sovalbarro 
had accepted the nomi- 
nation. Half a dozen oth- 
er potential candidates 
have been arrested in a 
crackdown that began 
almost two months ago. 
qAlmost two dozen other 
journalists and opposition 
activists have also been 
detained.L} 


Associated Press 


Castillo’s supporters includ- 
ed the poor and rural citi- 
zens of the South American 
nation. He popularized the 
ohrase “No more poor in a 
rich country,” and stunned 
millions of Peruvians and 
observers by advancing to 
the runoff. 

The economy of Peru, the 
world’s second-largest 
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copper producer, has 
been crushed by the coro- 
navirus pandemic, increas- 
ing the poverty level to al- 
most one-third of the popu- 
lation and eliminating the 
gains of a decade. 

The typical presidential 
transition process was de- 
railed after Fujimori tried 
to overturn the result, ask- 
ing election authorities to 
annul thousands of votes 
alleging fraud, an accusa- 
tion she could never prove. 
That left the Castillo fam- 
ily little time to make plans 
and say their goodbyes. 
Paredes, also a teacher, 
said she and her husband 
have to decide whether 
they will live in the presiden- 
tial residence, but it Is likely 
they will call it home. 

She has seen it from the out- 
side but has never stepped 
inside, not even on guided 
tours that were offered dur- 
ing pre-pandemic times. 
Choosing their home is a 
significant decision given 
Castillo’s anti-elite rheto- 
ric. His campaign slogan 
could be called into ques- 
tion if the family moves 
into the ornate presidential 
palace.) 


Re, 


— 
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Indulge yourself with an Evening 
to Remember at Water's Edge 
Restaurant & Bar 


EAGLE BEACH — Located at 
Costa Linda Beach Resort be- 
tween its captivating swimming 
pool and the amazing world- 
famous Eagle Beach Aruba, you 
will find ‘Water's Edge Restau- 
rant; a cozy, relaxing & inspiring 
Aruban restaurant. Serving the 
most mouthwatering dishes of all 
over the world to please all your 
taste buds with its popular and 
demanding international selec- 
tion. 


If you’re looking for a phenom- 
enal dinner experience that has 
all the ingredients for a wonder- 
ful gastronomic night, then you 
should book at least one night 
of your stay at Water's Edge Res- 
taurant. Designed to pamper all 
your senses and cover all of your 
needs with an amazing § staff 
to attend to your every wish, 
whether in the fine dining room 
or under a palapa with your toes 
in the sand. 


Gastronomic journey 

Kick start the night with a great, 
refreshing and most delicious 
cocktail mixed with concoctions 
before the grand tour of an ex- 
traordinary culinary experience. 
Start your journey with an exqul- 
site appetizer such as the daily 
fresh made Water’s Edge cevi- 
che or maybe a world known 
jumbo shrimp cocktail followed 
by the Chef’s special of seafood 
such as the Spicy Caribbean 
Seafood pasta, Mahi Mahi or 
pan fried Red Snapper served 
with Aruban creole sauce or 
garlic lemon butter. For the 
carivores among us there are 
choices of 8 ounce seasoned 
Filet Mignon, 12 ounce kib Eye 
steak or a French Rack of Lamb 





G) WATER’S EDGE 


= RESTAURANT &@ BAR 


seasoned and grilled to perfec- 
tion. With choices of extra sides 
of fresh asparagus, seasonal 
vegetables, mashed or baked 
potatoes, fries or rice and beans. 
Combine your personal choice 
with one of the most exclusive 
wines from the great selection 
of international wines to com- 
pliment your dish. Kids will enjoy 
every item of the specially com- 
piled kids menu. Vegetarians 
will enjoy the roasted vegetable 
pasta tossed in a light butter 
sauce and topped with freshly 
shaved parmesan cheese. AS 
desserts the choices are wild. 
Homemade key lime pie, co- 
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conut flan served with caramel 


sauce and whipped cream or 
a NY cheese cake, chocolate 
brownie with chocolate sauce 
vanilla ice cream and whipped 
cream or a delicious oven fresh 
carrot cake served with orange 
sauce and candied pecans. 
Whether it is the best seafood, 
steaks, chicken, pasta, or your 
continental favorites the reason- 
ably priced menu offers a mod- 
ern twist and features generous 
portions and Chef's specials. 


Creating memories 

Planning a birthday or anniver- 
sary dinner? Water’s Edges Res- 
taurants gives you the perfect 
gift. Here, you will receive a nice 
bottle of champagne to take 
home with you to extend your 
experience even further wheth- 
er on the beach or your own pri- 
vate balcony. 


Live entertainment: 

Just about every day of the 
week, there is a different live 
entertainment by the best lo- 
cal artists for you to enjoy. On 
Monday & Saturday, Angela 
Flores, will delight you with her 
violin. Tuesday, Jean Paul, Sax- 
ophonist, will get you moving. 
On Wednesday's and Sunday's 
singer Paula Ridderstap will 
make you sing along to all her 
tunes. Thursday's and Friday's 





guitarist Ricky Thomas will make 
you find your groove. And also 
on Sunday's Tico Kock will make 
you dance away fo the sounds 
of his steel drum. Whether you’re 
iN a romantic mood or more in 
a swinging mood, there Is abso- 
lutely a night especially for you. 
In addition, the best happy hour 
in Aruba happens right here. 
Water’s Edge Restaurant of- 
fers three Happy Hours daily (12 
noon - 1pm, 4om-—-6pm, with 
complimentary hors d'oeuvres 
served by circulating staff, and 
again from 9 pm — 10 pm) with 
all premium brands specially 
priced. 


Whether it’s for breakfast, lunch 
or dinner, Water's Edge Restau- 
rant & Bar offers a relaxed and 
inspirational dining experience 
overlooking the beautiful Eagle 
Beach with spectacular sunset 
views. Gather with friends and 
family for drinks and appetizers 
or a night of pampering and re- 
laxation. 


Water's Edge Restaurant & Bar 
is located at Costa Linda Beach 
Resort. 

Open daily from 8am — 11lom 

To reserve your table please call 
+297 583-8000 ext. 8150 

For more information about 
the menus, entertainment and 
hours, please visit the website 
www.watersedge-aruba.com _} 
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BINGO 15 BACK? WATCH FOR RETURN OF MONDAY MADNESS 


THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
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NOORD — Carnival is a 
very rich festive cycle 
that, thanks to demon- 
strations loaded with 
satire, creates for a few 
days an universe ruled 
by scandal, nonsense 
and debauchery. Each 
carnival tends to parody 
what the rest of the year 
has been taken serious- 
ly. Itis about executing a 
kind of judgment of the 
year from a transgressive 
and popular perspec- 
tive, building a chronicle 
of what has worried so- 
ciety and assuming that 
this fact gives an extra 
interesting value to the 
celebration. 





The festival is traditionally 
linked to Catholicism, 
since its celebration pre- 
cedes Lent and its origins 
dates back fo star gaz- 
ing time keepers of An- 
tiquity. The word Carni- 
val comes from the Latin 
language “carnis levale” 
which means “to remove 
the meat.” This sense is 
related to the fast that 
one must perform during 
Lent and also to the con- 
trol of worldly pleasures, 
which shows an attempt 
by the Catholic Church 
to control the desires of 
the faithful. As globaliza- 
tion and modernity have 
not yet won the battle 


pee; osulee au 
ture, carnival still resists 
cultural uniformity de- 





spite adapting to social 
change linking the pres- 
ent with the past and 
the individual with the 
community. The carnival 
party implies the conti- 


nuity of the original local 
social groups and at this 
moment there is debate 
between the values of 
use (identity) and the 
values of change (tfour- 
ism). The great enemies 
of the traditional carni- 
val are the accelerated 
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process of change and the uniformity caused by glo- 
balization. Although there is a tendency to copy the 
“world carnival programs”, in carnival party there are 
always two variants: the one version rooted in ancient 
customs and religious traditions, the other a more gro- 
tesque, soontaneous and street version. If we consider 
that the informal version is related to what Is in fashion, 
we reach a turning point where the conventional social 
structure is destroyed to create an artificial one and try 
to level the carnival party to the culture of each place. 
This is where each society must make a difference and 
express its identity through its heritage; such is the case 
of Aruba, which had a very specific way of life before 
change was imposed. The carnival compared to other 
types of traditions such as the “Dera Gai” is a festival 
in constant process of change and transformation. It is 
precisely at this point where education is of great impor- 
tance to protect intangible cultural assets, since that 
should differentiate the study of intangible heritage in 
general and that of dogmatic festive rituals in particu- 
lar. If we Understand intangible heritage as a deposit 
of the collective memory of peoples, we see that each 
social group is built on its traditions. However we must 
not forget that while the tradition for being dynamic 
is transformed, heritage and culture of our people is 
nourished by relevant and meaningful ways of life for 
those who created them and continue their practices. 
The way carnival is celebrated nowadays on Aruba 
has been very much influenced by English speaking 
Caribbean islands mainly Trinidad and its Steel band, 
Calypso beat in contrast to a regional religious expres- 
sion very much connected to The old Roman Catho- 
lic Church, protector of the native, who incorporated 
and influenced many aspects of social behavior during 
seasonal procession and popular celebrations.) 


To get to know more over Aruba's and its origins, its ani- 
mals and culture, we highly recommend you to book 
your visit for our renowned cultural encounter session 


has been entertaining curious participants for decades. 
Mail us at etnianativa03@gmail.com or WhatsApp 297 
592 2702 to confirm your participation. Our facilities and 
activities take place close to high rise hotels. 
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Bits& Cheeses by Deli297 
Breakfast & Lunch 





count on the use of only quality 
products and homemade products, 


Tuesday - Saturday Sam-2pm freshly squeezed juices, delicious 
Withelminastraat 63 calor nd oro foraet cur bubble 
Downtown across the El Gaucho Restaurant : : 

For reservations whatsapp (+297)566-5264 £ (ra) SS 





‘We do Adventure.... not just rides! 
For reservations call: 

594-1317 or 585-9870 

Matividiri 60, Before the gold mine ruins 
on the road to natural bridge. 
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See our Ocean Mist Selection. 


Free Gift with purchase. 





Hands of Gold 


handsofgoldmassagearuba@gmall.com = “ee Qe 


We specialize in massages, skin care & body 
treatments at the comfort of your home, hotel 
_foom, air r bab or condo. 


























It's shopping o'clock 
30% discount on 


selected items 


until July 31st 
Tous Aruba at Renaissance Mall 


FB page: Tous Aruba ci 











Money supply expanded 
Summary of the Monthly Bulletin of May 2021 


Monetary developments 

In comparison to April 2021, money supply increased in May 2021 by Afl. 46.8 million 
to Afl. 4,984.5 million, resulting from an increase in the net foreign assets (+Afl. 51.2 
million) and a shrinkage in the net domestic assets (-Afl. 4.4 million) 


In May 2021, net foreign assets of the banking sector increased, due to net purchases 
of foreign exchange of Afl. 226.3 million from the public, mostly related to foreign ex- 
change revenue from tourism exports and net transfers from foreign accounts. These 
were largely offset by net sales of foreign exchange of Afl. 175.0 million to the public, 
mainly associated with payments for goods imports and other services. The fall in the 
domestic component of money supply was primarily caused by a shrinkage in the 
domestic credit (-Afl. 5.9 million), while the non-credit related balance sheet items ex- 
perienced an increase (+Afl. 1.5 million). The decline in domestic credit resulted from 
a decrease in the claims of the banking sector on the private sector (-Afl. 8.9 million) 
and an increase in the net claims of the banking sector on the public sector (+Afl. 
3.0 million). The contraction in the claims of the banking sector on the private sector 
(Chart 2) was caused by decreases in loans to enterprises (-Afl. 5.8 million), consumer 
credit (-Afl. 3.0 million), and housing mortgages (-Afl. 0.2 million). The increase in the 
net claims of the banking sector on the public sector was the result of decreases In 
government deposits (-Afl. 23.0 million) and in gross claims (-Afl. 19.9 million). 


Inflation 

The consumer price index (CPI) for May 2021 noted a 0.2 percent decrease year- 
over-year (YOY) compared to a 0.4 percent decline (YOY) for April 2021. The main 
contributors to this decrease were the “Household Operation” and “Recreation and 
Culture” components. The 12-month average inflation rate was -2.2 percent in May 
2021, compared to -2.3 percent in April 2021. 


Government 

Total government revenue amounted to Afl. 98.8 million in May 2021, Afl. 30.4 million 
less than the same month of the previous year. The surge in government revenue 
resulted from an increase in tax revenue (+Afl. 31.8 million) and a decrease in the 
nontax revenue (-Afl. 1.4 million). The main contributors to the increase in tax revenue 
were increases in import duties (+Afl. 8.0 million), turnover tax (B.B.O./B.A.V.P) (+Afl. 
6.7 million), gasoline tax (+Afl. 2.8 million), profit tax (+Afl. 2.4 million), and liquor tax 
(+Afl. 2.2 million). The reduction in nontax revenue was caused by a decrease in other 
nontax revenue of Afl. 1.4 million. 


Tourism 

Aruba did not receive stay over visitors during May of 2020, therefore the figures of 
May 2019 were used to compare with figures of May 2021. The number of stay over 
visitors amounted to 70,683 in May 2021, which is 17,860 less visitors (-20.2 percent) 
than in May 2019. The Latin American market, the North American market and the 
European market declined by of 6,968 visitors (-79.7 percent), 6,801 visitors (-9.7 per- 
cent), and 4,248 visitors (-58.2 percent), resoectively. These reductions were caused 
by overall decreases in visitors from all the countries in each market.) 
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Liz Weston: How to have a retirement worth saving for 


LIZ WESTON of NerdWallet 
Most advice about retire- 
ment planning focuses on 
how to save enough mon- 
ey to replace your pay- 
check. 

But work provides us with 
a lof more than income. 
Many of us get a sense of 
meaning, accomplishment 
and even identity from 
what we do. Work also 
provides social connec- 
tions and a structure for our 
days. 

Losing all that can be dis- 
orienting, which is why ex- 
perts — including some 
who have already retired 
— recommend _ thinking 
about how you will replace 
those aspects of work. 
“Most adults don’t want a 
life of pure leisure,” certified 
financial planner Barbara 
O'Neill writes in her book 
“Flipping a Switch: Your 
Guide fo Happiness and 
Financial Security in Later 
Life .” “They crave a sense 
of purpose, meaningful 
daily activities and relation- 
shios, and the freedom to 
do what they want, even 
if that means continuing to 
work.” 

ENVISION A TYPICAL DAY 
Retirement often starts with 
a flurry of activity as people 
travel, visit family and in- 
dulge in favorite pastimes. 
But retirement experts 
recommend — envisioning 
a more typical day after 
you've checked off some 
of your bucket list activities. 
How will you soend each 
hour, starting from the time 





This undated file photo provided by NerdWallet shows Liz Weston, 
a columnist for the personal finance website. 
(NerdWallet via Associated Press) 


you wake up? Who will you 
soend time with? How will 
you resoond when some- 
one asks “What do you 
do?” 

O'Neill, for example, 
doesn't use the word “re- 
tired” to describe herself. 
Instead, she explains that 
she left Rutgers University 
after 41 years as a professor 
and now owns Money Talk 
Financial Planning Seminars 


and Publications, where 
she writes and speaks 
about personal finance 
TOpICs. 

In fact, research shows 


that working in retirement 
is associated with greater 
happiness. Part-time work 
also can helo you phase 
into retirement gradually, 


says CFP Shelly-Ann Eweka 
, senior director of finan- 
cial planning strategy at 
finance firm TIAA. 

“Some people get really 
stressed out, because it 
does seem final,” Eweka 
says of retirement. “Con- 
sider working part time to 
have less employment and 
more free time so you can 
ease yourself into it.” 

TAKE RETIREMENT FOR A 
TEST-DRIVE 

You may want to take your 
vision of retirement out for 
a test-drive before you quit 
work, Eweka says. Con- 
sider soending a two-week 
vacation doing what you 
hope to do in retirement, 
such as playing golf, trav- 
eling, volunteering or look- 


ing after the grandkids. If 
you're planning to move 
to another area, you might 
rent a home there for a few 
weeks, if possible. You may 
discover that the reality 
meets or exceeds your ex- 
pectations. If not, you can 
alter your plans before you 
commit, Eweka says. 

Also consider how you'll 
replace the social interac- 
tions you get from work. 
People with strong social 
connections tend to be 
happier, healthier and live 
longer. You can invest in 
existing relationships before 
and after retirement by 
spending more time with 
family and friends. O'Neill 
recommends seitting des- 
ignated days and times to 
regularly connect, either in 
person or by phone or vid- 
eo call. 

But aging also means you'll 
be losing connections as 
people die or move away. 
Volunteering, joining com- 
munity organizations or just 
getting to know your neigh- 
bors better can helo you 
build relationships with new 
people, O'Neill says. The 
companionship of a dog, 
cat or other pet also can 
contribute to well-being. 
LIVE PURPOSEFULLY 

Without work-imposed 
Structure, some people 
start to drift, with one day 
blurring into the next. Set- 
ting goals and taking steps 
to achieve them can help 
restore a sense of purpose 
and achievement, O'Neill 
says. 


O'Neill started her post- 
Rutgers life by setting five 
goals: finishing the book 
she was writing; staying ac- 
tive in financial education; 
cultivating friendships; “do- 
ing lots of fun things and 
new things’; and staying 
healthy by walking 10,000 
steps daily, eating healthy 
foods and getting at least 
7 hours of sleep each night. 
(Tending to your physical 
well-being is key: 81% of re- 
tirees in a 2014 Merrill Lynch 
study cited good health as 
a key ingredient for a hap- 
py retirement.) 

Achieving specific, measur- 
able goals can helo peo- 
ple redefine their concept 
of productivity, which Is im- 
portant to many people's 
sense of self-worth, O'Neill 
says. Goals also can help 
offset a tendency to put 
things off. 

People who are used to 
saving and delayed grati- 
fication may have trouble 
“flipping the switch” to 
spending and enjoying 
their lives, O'Neill says. But 
time, good health and en- 
ergy aren't infinite. Many 
people in her 55+ commu- 
nity in Ocala, Florida, strug- 
gled during the pandemic 
not just because their plans 
were canceled, but be- 
cause of an acute aware- 
ness that the clock was 
ticking, she says. 

“It wasn't just two years lost, 
it was two good years,” 
O'Neill says. “You don’t 
know how many of those 
you have left.) 





Tobacco CEO sees end fo cigarettes in Britain in 10 years 


The chief executive of 
the company that makes 
Marlboro cigarettes was 
quoted by Britain’s Mail on 
Sunday as saying that the 
tobacco company fore- 
saw an end fo Its sales of 
traditional cigarettes in Brit- 
ain within 10 years. 

“| want to allow this com- 
pany to leave smoking be- 
hind,” Jacek Olczak, the 
CEO of Philip Morris Inter- 
national, was quoted in the 
paper saying. 

“| think in the UK, ten years 
from now maximum, you 
can completely solve the 
problem of smoking.’ 
Asked if that meant Philip 


Morris would stop. selling 
traditional cigarettes in the 
UK within that time, he was 
quoted as saying, “Abso- 


lutely.” 
Olczak said that the com- 
pany’s Marlboro’ brand 
would “disappear” from 
Britain. 


For years, Philio Morris has 
said that its future will not in- 
clude Marlboro cigarettes 
as it shifts to electronic de- 
vICes. 

The company has been vo- 
cal in laying out its goal of 
replacing cigarettes with 
alternatives such as its |QOS 
heated tobacco system 
that heats tobacco without 


burning it. 

The goal of Philip Morris, it 
has said, is to become a 
majority smoke-free com- 
pany in terms of net rev- 
enues by the end of 2025. 
In July 2019 the British gov- 
ernment said if wants to 
end smoking in England by 
2030, 

Philio Morris International 
Inc. was soun off from the 
tobacco company Altria 
in 2008 to focus on sales in 
emerging markets, while 
Altria operates in the USS. 
domestic market and Is the 
parent company of Philip 
Morris USA.L} 





in Montpelier, Vt. 


In this July 17, 2012 file photo, Marlboro cigarettes are displayed 


Associated Press 
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In this 2019 photo provided by researcher Barbara Klump, a sulphur-crested cockatoo lifts the lid 
of a trash can while several others watch in Sydney, Australia. 


Associated Press 


Crafty cockatoos master dumpster 
diving and teach each other 


By CHRISTINA LARSON 

AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) —A few 
years ago, a Sydney scien- 
tist noticed a sulfur-crested 
cockatoo opening his trash 
bin. Not every resident 
would be thrilled, but orni- 
thologist Richard Major was 
impressed by the ingenuity. 
It's quite a feat for a bird to 
grasp a bin lid with its beak, 
ory it open, then shuffle far 
enough along the bin’s 
edge that the lid falls back- 
ward revealing edible 
trash treasures inside. 


Intrigued, Major teamed 
Up with researchers in Ger- 
many to study how many 
cockatoos learned _ this 
trick. In early 2018, they 
found from a= survey of 
residents that birds in three 
Sydney suburos had mas- 
tered the novel foraging 
technique. By the end of 
2019, birds were lifting bins 
in 44 suburbs. “From three 
suburbs to 44 in two years Is 
a pretty rapid spread,” said 
Major, who Is based at the 
Australian Museum. 

The researchers’ next ques- 


tion was whether the cock- 
atoos had each figured 
out how to do this alone or 
whether they copied the 
strategy from experienced 
birds. And their research 
oublished Thursday in the 
journal Science concluded 
the birds mostly learned by 
watching their peers. 

“That soread wasn’t just 
popping up randomly. lt 
started in southern suburbs 
and radiated outwards,” 
said Magajor. Basically, — it 
caught on like a hot dance 
move.) 


Large meteor lights up skies in orway 


HELSINKI (AP) — Norwe- 
gian experts say an un- 
usually large meteor was 
visible over large parts of 
southern Scandinavia and 
illuminated southeast Nor- 
way with a powerful flash 
of light for a few seconds 
as many observers were 
reported to also hear a 
roaring sound afterwards. 
The Norwegian Meteor 
Network said that it had 
analyzed and reviewed 
several videos of the 
event Sunday and said 
the meteor first qopeared 
about 90 kilometers (55 
miles) north of the capital, 
Oslo, and continued its 
trail in a southwest direc- 
tion before fragmenting in 
several flashes of light. 

“The meteor appeared at 
1:08 a.m. on the night of 
July 25 and was visible for 


approximately for 5 sec- 
onds,” said the network 
said, which had posted 
a video on the phenom- 
enon on its Twitter site. 

Sightings of meteors, 
space rocks that burn 
brightly after entering the 


Earth’s atmosphere at high 
speed, aren't uncommon 
over Norway and the Nor- 
wegian Meteor Network 
has a number of cameras 
continuously monitoring 
the sky.) 





In this photo released by the Norwegian Meteor Network, a 
view of an unusually large meteor visible in Oslo, Sunday, July 
25, 2021, giving a powerful flash of light over Eastern Norway. 

Associated Press 
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Want to Sell your Time - Share 
Condo or property? 

Contact the expert! 

36 Years doing Honest business 
Call:0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Suites 

Private Island 

1 BR WK #82 room #2111 

1 BR WK #31/32 room #2115 
Ground floor pool /ocean 
Price :$5K each 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Suites 

Private Island 

1 BR WK # 29/30 room#2508 
Garden view Price :$5K each 
1 BR WK #31room#2336 
Harbor view $5 K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Costa Linda Beach Resort 
Eagle Beach 

2BR WK # 32 room #4021 
Pool /Ocean View 

Price :$8500 

Call:0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm Beach 

1BR1 1/2 bath WK #32 
Room #502 

28 weeks remain 

Price :$ 8K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


La Cabana beach and casino 
1 BR, WK#31/32 room #241A 
Friday check in 

Price :$5K each 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Surf and Ocean Club 
Gold Season 

1BR Ocean view $5K 

2BR Ocean view $9K 

2BR Garden view$8K 

2BR Ocean Side $10K 

2BR Ocean Front $18K 

3BR Ocean view $13K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo For Sale 

Golf course 

3 Bedroom, 2 1/2 bath 
Ocean view 

Fully furnished, Garage 
Price : $450K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House For Sale 

Golf course 

4 bedroom,3 Bath 

Fully furnished, pool 
Ocean view 

Price : $700K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Gold Coast 

3 bedroom, 2 bath 

Fully furnished 

Price: $300K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Le Vent 
Eagle beach 
3 bedroom, 3 1/2 bath 


Fully furnished Ground floor 


Price: $800K 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Oasis 

Eagle Beach, 5th floor 
Top floor. 

2 bedroom, 2 bath 

Fully Furnished 

Price: $650K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Sunset Villas 
Eagle Beach 

2 Bedroom, 2 bath 

Price : $380K 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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Violence Against Women 





Time Share Resales + Realtyj 


! Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 


For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 


| * All inventory available 


Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
For more info call:(297) 630-1307 

johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 
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HEALTH 


V 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Central Tel. 585 1965 
San Nicolas: 

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 


Ambulancia 911 
Fire Dept. 115 


Red Cross 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


982 2219 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Reid Miller brings Jadin Bell's story to the big screen 


By LINDSEY BAHR 

AP Film Writer 

Actor Reid Miller was 
around 13 years old when 
he first heard about the 
death of Jadin Bell. The Or- 
egon teenager who died 
by suicide in 2013 inspired 
Qa national conversation 
about bullying and its ef- 
fects on LGBTQ youth. 

It never occurred to Miller, 
now 21, that in less than 
a decade he would get 
the opportunity to portray 
Jadin in a feature film. Do- 
ing so, he said, was “an 
honor.” 

“Joe Bell” is not an easy sto- 
ry, but it’s one that many, 
including Jadin’s surviving 
family, have been com- 
mitted to telling for years. 
After Jadin died, his father, 
Joe Bell, decided to walk 
across the continental Unit- 
ed States soreading aware- 
ness about the negative ef- 
fects of bullying. 

Producer Cary Joji Fukun- 
aga stumbled on the story 
in an article in 2013 and 
saw in it the possibility for a 
feature, enlisting the Oscar- 
winning screenwriting Guo 
behind “Brokeback Moun- 
tain,” Diana Ossana and 
Larry McMurtry, who died 
this year, to bring it to life. 
Not long after, Wahlberg 
signed on to produce and 
star as Joe Bell, who is com- 
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This image provided by Roadside Atftracti 





ons shows Reid Miller, left, portraying Jadin Bell, and 


Mark Wahlberg, portraying Bell's father in a scene from the film “Joe Bell.” 


ing to terms with the guilt 
around not doing enough 
to support and protect 
his son. Naturally, the part 
of Jadin was pivotal and 
led to a nationwide cast- 
ing search. Casting direc- 
tor Avy Kaufman brought 
Miller, a relatively unknown 
actor, to the attention of 
the filmmakers. Not only did 
the Texas native resemble 
Jadin, but, according to 
director Reinaldo Marcus 
Green, he also had an im- 
mediate chemistry with 


In Wednesday, Feb. 20, 2019 file photo, singer Pink poses for 
photographers upon arrival at the Brit Awards in London. 


By JARI TANNER 
Associated Press 

HELSINKI (AP) — U.S. pop 
singer Pink has offered to 
pay a fine given to the 
Norwegian female beach 
handball team for wear- 
ing shorts instead of the re- 
quired bikini bottoms. 

Pink said she was “very 
proud” of the team for 


Associated Press 


protesting against the rule 
that prevented them from 
wearing shorts like their 
male counterparts. 

In a tweet posted on Sun- 
day, Pink said: “The Euro- 
pean handball federation 
SHOULD BE FINEDIEOR se 
ISM. Good on ya, ladies.” 
She added that “I'll be 
happy to pay your fines for 


Wahlberg. 

“He and Mark connect- 
ed in a way that felt like 
real life, and this was with 
no camera, this is just me 
watching the two of them 
do ascene in Mark's room,” 
Green said. “Jadin had a 
natural strength about him. 
He was quite joyous on the 
outside, but he also had 
experienced a lot of dark- 
ness, and Reid was able to 
embody all of that.” 

As a big fan of the Trans- 
formers movies, Miller said 


Associated Press 


he geeked out a bit dur- 
ing his first meeting with 
Wahlberg, but they quickly 
got to work and formed a 
deep bond. Wahlberg, Mill- 
er added, treated him as 
both an artistic equal and 
like a son. The unique rela- 
tionship helped him find the 
emotional strength and vul- 
nerability necessary for the 
difficult role. And it proved 
to be a moving experience 
for Wahlberg too. 

“Every time we read a 
scene together, | got super 
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emotional,” Wahlberg said. 
“He constantly made me 
think about my own sons.” 
Miller never lost sight of the 
delicacy of the challenge 
of portraying Jadin either, 
which came into even 
clearer focus when he met 
Jadin’s mother, Lola Lath- 
rop, one day on set. 

“It’s such a sensitive thing. | 
did my best to portray him 
as authentically as | could 
while remembering that 
it's not necessarily my job 
to bring him back but to 
give his family and friends 
a piece of him back,” Mill- 
er said. “| feel like we did 
that.” 

And he hopes the movie 
helos to open people's 
minds about the ongoing 
issues around bullying and 
LQBTQ rights. 

“We live in a time where 
equality and acceptance 
and unity is unfortunately 
something we still have to 
fight for, especially with 
the LGBTQ community,” he 
said. “We've had a lot of 
laws passed that are very 
beneficial to the LGBTQ+t 
community, but there are 
still so many things and 
sO many fights to be had 
for equality. And | hope 
that this movie softens the 
hearts of those people who 
maybe don't view them as 
people.) 


Singer Pink backs beach handball 
team on ‘sexist’ clothing 


you. Keep it up.” 

At the European Beach 
Handball Championships 
in Bulgaria last week, Nor- 
way's female team was 
fined 1,500 euros ($1,770) 
for what the European fed- 
eration called improper 
clothing and “a breach of 
clothing regulations.” The 
rules stioulate that women 
must wear bikini bottoms 
while men wear shorts. 
The Norwegian Handball 
Federation didn’t contest 
the decision, seen by the 
Norwegian team and sev- 
eral others as unfair, and 
announced earlier that it 
was ready to pay the fine. 
The European Handball 
Federation acknowledged 
the commotion that the 


incident had triggered in 
media outlets and social 
media, and said Monday 
that it would donate the 
amount paid by the Nor- 
wegian Handball Federa- 
tion “to a major interna- 
tional sports foundation 
which supports equality for 
women and girls in sports”. 
“We are very much aware 
of the attention the topic 
has received over the past 
days, and while changes 
cannot happen over- 
night, we are fully commit- 
ted that something good 
comes out of this situation 
right now which is why the 
EHF has donated the fine 
for a good cause promot- 
ing equality in sports, “ 
European Handball Fed- 


eration President Michael 
Wiederer said in a state- 
ment. 

Wiederer said that hand- 
ball already was ahead 
of other sports in some re- 
spects, such as the parity 
given to the men’s and 
women's compe}titions. He 
said such parity had been 
achieved in beach hand- 
ball much sooner than it 
had in soccer, for exam- 
ple. 

The Norwegian women 
posted a photograph of 
themselves on Instagram 
wearing shorts and fold 
their followers: “Thank you 
so much for all the sup- 
port. We really appreci- 
ate all the love we have 
received.”L} 
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By STEPHEN WADE 

AP Sports Writer 

TOKYO (AP) — Will it be a 
success? A failure? Or none 
of the above? 

It will fake something much 
more nuanced than those 
basic notions to assess the 
pandemic-delayed Tokyo 
Olympics when they wrap 
Up in two weeks. The re- 
sponse will be twisted by 
dozens of parties with their 
own interests. 

There's the — International 
Olympic Committee. The 
11,000 athletes. The Japa- 
nese organizing commit- 
tee. The Japanese public. 
The absent fans. 

And how about the spon- 
sors¢ Or the Japanese gov- 
ernment and Prime Minister 
Yoshihide Suga. There is the 
Tokyo Metropolitan Gov- 
ernment and Governor 
Yuriko Koike, who has high- 
er political aspirations. The 
Tokyo medical community. 
And television rights hold- 
ers like American television 
network NBC. 

Just getting through it will 
be cast as a success by 
many. This may be the spin 
no matter what happens, 
particularly for the IOC, its 
broadcast partners and 
Japanese media. A _ half 
dozen newspapers in Ja- 
oan are domestic sponsors 
and have a vested interest 
in portraying the Games 
positively. 

The more the focus is on 
the sports — and off poli- 
tics, costs, Corruption and 
COVID-19 — the better it is 
for the Switzerland-based 
IOC. Pushing on with the 
Olympics after the post- 
ponement — and during 
the pandemic — has hurt 
the lOC's reputation in Ja- 
pan. Kaori Yamaguchi, a 
former bronze medalist and 
amember of the Japanese 
Olympic Committee, said 
a few months ago that she 
was shocked to find the 
IOC operated primarily as 
an "entertainment"  busi- 
ness. 

The |OC generates almost 
75% of its income from the 
sale of broadcast rights. 
Another 18% is from spon- 
sors. Estimates suggest 
that canceling the Tokyo 
Olympics might have cost 
the 1|OC $3 billion to $4 bil- 
lion. About 40% of the lOC's 





In this July 14, 2021, file photo, International Olympic Committee President Thomas Bach, left, 
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Tokyo Olympics: A success? A failure? And how to judge? 





meets Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga during his courtesy call at the latter's official 


residence in Tokyo. 


total income is from one 
source — NBC. 

"The focus (now) is on the 
field of play, on the ath- 
letes where we always feel 
it Should be," Kit McConnell, 
the IOC's sports director, 
said Sunday after the first 
full day of competition. 

The IOC also needs the 
focus to be off COVID. 
The Japanese public has 
been conditioned to ex- 
pect some positive cases, 
and they are likely to ac- 
cept this inevitability if all 
events are held and wrap 
Up with medal ceremonies. 
Canceled events and un- 
claimed medals will be dif- 
ficult to dismiss. 

It That happens, that would 
be a negative blow for the 
public, for the lOC, and ev- 
erybody else," Kazuto Su- 
ZUKI, A political scientist at 
Tokyo University, told The 
Associated Press in an inter- 
view. 

The biggest winner if the 
Olympics are portrayed 
positively will be Prime Min- 
ister Yoshihide Suga, whose 
ruling LDP party faces a 
general election this fall. 
Suga's approval ratings 
keep dropping, tied to Ja- 
pan's slow rollout of vac- 
cines and to his unpopular 
decision to barrel ahead 
with the Olympics despite 
opinion polls showing many 
Japanese opposed. 

Suga's advantage Is the rul- 
ing party's weak opposition. 


The LDP has ruled Japan al- 
most continuously since the 
end of World War Il. 

"This is a very politically sen- 
sitive time, and Suga wants 
to use the Olympics as a 
stepping stone for his suc- 
cess in the election,’ Suzuki 
said. "Japan's success In the 
Olympics and winning gold 
medals, and the Japanese 
people cheering and root- 
ing for the Japanese ath- 
letes. Those kind of things 
are working positively for 
Suga." Suzuki said Suga also 
has an eye on not wanting 
to fail with these Olympics 
given that Japan's rival and 
neighbor, China, puts on 
its own show starting Feb. 
4 with the Beijing Winter 
Games. 

"They are afraid that Chi- 
na will be celebrated as 
the champion and global 
leader in this pandemic," 
SUZzUkI said. 

Seiko Hashimoto, the presi- 
dent of the = organizing 
committee, has repeat- 
edly said the Olympics will 
be successful if they are 
"safe and secure." Pressed 
to elaborate, she has been 
Unable to specify exactly 
what that means. 

But it's difficult to see how 
the Olympics can be por- 
trayed as a success for the 
average Japanese. Fans 
are barred from all but a 
few outlying venues, and 
they're being told to stay 
home and watch what is 
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now an entirely made-for- 
TV Olympics. 

Ditto for sponsors. More 
than 60 local sponsors 
kicked in more than $3 bil- 
lion — at least two times 
more than any previous 
Games — fo be connect- 
ed to the Olympics. Toyota, 
Japan's most famous man- 
Ufacturer and a long-time 
IOC sponsor, has pulled alll 
its Olympic-related TV ad- 
vertising from Japan dur- 
ing the Olympics. Many 
other sponsors have talked 
openly about not wanting 
to be tied to the Olympic 
brand. The chaotic runup 
to the Olympics has also 
exposed corruption, misog- 
yny and bullying in Japan, 
undermining success even 
before the Games began. 

Tsunekazu Takeda, who 
headed the Japanese 
Olympic Committee,  re- 
signed in a scandal 2 1/2 
years ago Tied to bribery 
allegations surrounding the 
IOC vote in 2013 to award 
the Games to Tokyo. Yo- 
shiro Mori, a former prime 
minister, was forced out six 
months ago as the head 
of the organizing commit- 
tee for making demeaning 
comments about women. 

And just last week, on the 
eve of the opening cere- 
mony, its director resigned 
for comments about the 
Holocaust and a com- 
poser stepped away after 
acknowledging accusa- 


tions of bullying. That came 
months after the creative 
director resigned for derog- 
atory comments — again 
about women. 

Barbara Holthus, a soci- 
ologist at the German Insti- 
tute for Japanese Studies, 
said the embarrassments 
may raise awareness and 
prompt change in Japan, 
a largely homogenous, Is- 
land nation that neverthe- 
less named mixed-race 
Naomi Osaka to light the 
cauldron in Friday's open- 
ing ceremony. 

The move seems widely ac- 
cepted in Japan, though 
Osaka barely soeaks Japa- 
nese and has lived much of 
her life in the United States. 
She has a Japanese moth- 
er and a Haitian father, but 
has given positive attention 
to the Olympics — even for 
those Japanese who op- 
pose the Games. 

‘The Japanese economy 
and Japanese people are 
the big losers here," Holthus 
said. "However, if these 
nods to sustainability, di- 
versity, and inclusion stick 
and bring about significant 
change, then that would 
be great for Japanese so- 
ciety. But this cannot be 
evaluated right after the 
Games and probably con- 
tinues to be a slow process." 
She also. criticized IOC 
President Thomas Bach for 
forcing through the Olym- 
pics, calling discussion of its 
message of hope “an elitist 
position." 

David Wallechinsky, one 
of the world's best-known 
Olympic historians, said 
these Games will be evalu- 
ated like all the rest — by 
the medal count. 

"Every nation is going to 
judge it by how well their 
athletes did, just like any 
other Olympics," Wallechin- 
sky told The Associated 
Press. "If the United States 
wins 50 gold medals — they 
won't — nobody in the US 
is going to talk about the 
pandemic. Because in 
the end, that's what it's all 
about — the medals." 
Wallechinsky said just get- 
ting out of Tokyo in one 
piece will please the IOC. 
But there is more trou- 
ble ahead with the boy- 
cott-threatened Beijing 
Olympics.) 
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Comeback story? Tebow opens Jags training camp as ‘1 of 90’ 


By MARK LONG 

AP Pro Football Writer 
JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (AP) 
— Tim Tebow Is one of the 
first fo arrive at Jacksonville 
Jaguars practice. He jogs 
onto the field, stretches a 
little, catches footballs from 
a Jugs machine, then finds 
his usual spot in the team’s 
warmup lines. He’s waaqaay 
in the back, just in front of a 
rookie. 

Tebow's far from the spot- 
light, right where coach Ur- 
ban Meyer wants the 2007 
Heisman Trophy winner for 
Now. 

“It's one of 90 trying to 
make the team,” Meyer 
Says. 

Tebow will open. training 
camp Wednesday as Jack- 
sonville’s fourth- or fifth- 
string tight end, not all that 
surprising given he’s clos- 


ing in on his 34th birthday; 
started playing the position 
five months ago; and Is try- 
ing to return to the NFL af- 
ter soending the previous 
five years in the New York 
Mets’ organization. He hit 
223 with 18 home runs and 
107 RBIs while never making 
it to the big leagues. 

He asked Meyer, his col- 
lege coach at nearby Flori- 
da, for a tryout after retiring 
from baseball in January. 
Meyer obliged and ended 
Up giving him a one-year 
contract worth $920,000, 
the minimum for a player 
with three accrued NFL 
seasons. The low-risk deal 


have to make the team to 
eam a dime. 

And that’s the uncertain 
part. Jacksonville already 
has three tight ends es- 
sentially locked into roster 
spots: run-blocking special- 
ist Chris Manhertz who was 
a top target in free agen- 
cy; fellow veteran James 
O'Shaughnessy, whose 
one-year, $1.59 million con- 
tract is mostly guaranteed; 
and fifth-round draft pick 
Luke Farrell, who played for 
Meyer at Ohio State. 
Jacksonville also has Tyler 
Davis, a sixth-round selec- 
tion in 2020, and second- 


year pro Ben Ellefson, 
includes no guaranteed whom Meyer calls one of 
money, so Tebow would the most improved at the 





Pittsburgh Pirates’ Adam Frazier celebrates after driving in two 
runs with a single off New York Mets starting pitcher Marcus 
Stroman during the second inning of a baseball game in 
Pittsburgh, Friday, July 16, 2021. 
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position. 
The Jaguars have offered 
little =information about 


Tebow’s transition, partly 
because they don’t want 
the former star quarterback 
becoming a daily distrac- 
tion. 

The rebuilding team didn’t 
make Tebow or any other 
tight end available for me- 
dia interviews during orga- 
nized team activities and 
canceled position coach 
Tyler Bowen's scheduled 
session at the last minute in 
June. 

Offensive coordinator Dar- 
rell Bevell, ©meanwhile, 
mentioned four tight ends 
— just about everyone but 
Tebow — when asked about 





Jacksonville Jaguars tight end Tim Tebow, left, performs a drill during an NFL football team practice 
in Jacksonville, Fla., in this Thursday, May 27, 2021, file photo. 
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competition at the spot. 
“Some of the things that 
the tight end position is 
asked to do Is really not go- 
ing to show up in a camp 
like this,” he said follow- 
ing a three-day minicamp 
last month. “It’s a physical 
position. It’s part offensive 
line and it’s part wide re- 
ceiver. So some of the stuff 
is not going to be able to 
show up, but It’s G@ Much- 
improved room from top to 
bottom.” 

No doubt Tebow will have 
a better chance of stand- 
ing out when players start 
practicing in full pads 
next week. The 6-foot-3, 
245-pounder has always 
been one of the more im- 


posing guys on the field 
— big, strong and eager to 
run over anyone in his path. 
It's one of the reasons Mey- 
er believes his best position 
could be tight end. But fo 
make the Jaguars, Tebow 
might need to be more 
versatile than ever: a de- 
pendable backup — tight 
end, a core special teams 
player, a wildcat option in 
short-yardage and goadl- 
line situations. Maybe even 
an emergency GB. 

No matter what he does, 
he’s sure to still have doubt- 
ers. 

“AS a player that went 
through training camp with 
Tim, there’s going to be 
players rolling their eyes at 
how much attention the 
fourth- or fiffh-string tight 
end gets,” former New York 
Jets quarterback and cur- 
rent ESPN college football 
analyst Greg McElroy said. 
“It’s going to (tick) people 
off. As a result, it’s going to 
affect locker room chemis- 
try, like it did with us with the 
Jets. Not because there’s 
animosity toward Tim, but 
there’s animosity toward 
the coverage Tim receives. 
| think it’s a stupid move. 
“You're starting your tenure 
at Jacksonville, you’re set- 
ting the tone and people 
say he can help with lead- 
ershio. Let me tell you what 
helos with leadership in the 
NFL: money. You want guys 
to be incentivized? Pay 
them. ... | think if really un- 
dercuts what Urban Meyer 
is trying to build.”) 


Pirates trade All-Star 2B Frazier to Padres 


By WILL GRAVES 

AP Sports Writer 

The Pittsburgh Pirates have 
traded All-Star second 
baseman Adam _ Frazier 
to the playoff-contending 
San Diego Padres for three 
minor leaguers. 

Frazier was the National 
League starter in the AIll- 
Star Game this month. He 
leads the majors with 125 
hits and is batting .324. He'll 
join a potent Padres infield 
that includes Fernando 
Tatis Jr.. Manny Machado 
and Eric Hosmer. 
Pittsburgh is receiving in- 
fielder Tucupita Marcano, 
outfielder Jack Suwinski 


and right-hander Michell 
Miliano in the swap. Pitts- 
burgh is sending approxi- 
mately $1.4 million to the 
Padres in the deal. The 
MLB trade deadline is this 
Friday. 

The Padres are 58-44 and 
third in the NL West, and 
hold a cushion for the sec- 
ond wild-card spot. The 
Pirates have the second- 
worst record in the NL. 
Frazier was pulled in the 
eighth inning as part of a 
double switch in Sunday’s 
6-1 loss at San Francisco. 
Marcano Is San Diego's No. 
5 prospect, according to 
MLB Pipeline. The 21-year- 


old shortstop made his big 
league debut this year, hit- 
ting .182 in 44 at-bats with 
the Padres. He was sent 
down fo Triple-A El Paso 
in early June. He’s hit .272 
with six home runs and 26 
RBIs in 44 games for El Paso 
this year. 

Suwinski, a 15th-round 
draft pick by the Padres 
In 2016, has hit .269 with 
15 homers and 37 RBIs for 
Double-A San Antonio this 
season. The 21-year-old 
Miliano has made 22 relief 
appearances this year with 
two Class A teams, going 
2-2 with a 3.60 ERA.LJ 


